
October 20, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. followed by the recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance by the assembly.  Commissioners Bommersbach, Jacobson, Gunderson and Hall were in attendance.  

Commissioner Redland was absent.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions/deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach  

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the suggested amendment to the April 5, 2016 board minutes to 

read as follows:  James Brue, Attorney, was in to answer legal questions.  The bid opening that was planned for 

today dealing with the sale of parcel 02-1287000, the abandoned gravel pit in Bear Park Township was 

discussed.  Due to the fact that the advertisement was not published in the local newspapers according to the 

specifications submitted and according to M.S. 373.01, it was recommended that the property be readvertised 

and sold at a later date.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to reject all bids and consider this sale again at 

the next meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The reason for the 

rejection is the advertisement was only published twice.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the October 4th board minutes with one correction as 

follows:  Jerilyn also updated the board with information that the soil borings were done (to determine 

feasibility of building on property just east of the Highway Department building) about a week and a half ago, 

but no report has been received at this point.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene presented Social Services bills in the amount of $77,805.30 for approval of payment.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve payment of the Social Services bills, Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board regarding the retirement of Colette Ketchum, Office Manager, 

effective as of November 30th.  Jill proposed changing the job title to Assessor technician, as well as changing the 

salary schedule for the position to align with Schedule A.  Ms. Murray would like to begin advertising 

immediately with the hope of having someone hired to hopefully be able to work alongside Colette for a week 

before she retires.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the proposed change in the position as 

well as allowing Jill to proceed with advertising for the position.  Commission Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then presented a letter from the Wild Rice Watershed District concerning the sale of 

properties in the county to the MN Dept of Natural Resources and other public entities .  The watershed district 

would like the county commissioners in the future to ask such entities about the possibility of floodwater 

storage on their properties.  After discussion, the board acknowledged receipt of the letter and felt that they 

would encourage cooperation between such entities and the Wild Rice Watershed as best they can in the future.   

Commissioner Redland entered the meeting at 9:20 a.m.  

Two applications for exempt gambling permits for the Wild Rice Conservation Club to hold raffles at the Flom 

Pub were presented by Auditor-Treasurer Hanson on behalf of Mike Boman of the Wild Rice Conservation Club.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow the gambling permits which would then be submitted to 

the Minnesota Gambling Control Board for final approval.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.  Commissioner Jacobson signed the applications on behalf of the county.   

Commissioner Hall updated the board on utility information that she had received from the City of Ada for the 

old City Hall building which the county is considering leasing for office space.  She stated that the city bills over a 

year’s time averaged $280 per month for electricity, water, sewer and garbage.  She also had average usage of 

$278 per month for natural gas usage.   The board tabled further discussion on this until the county attorney 

could be present.   

Lucas Spaeth, representing the City of Halstad, addressed the board concerning the bid submitted by the City to 

purchase parcel 28-3337000 before the tax-forfeit sale based on the fact that MN Statute 282.01, subd. 1a, para. 

(d) allows the county board to sell a tax-forfeited property to a governmental subdivision for less than the 

market value if the board determines that the sale would be in the public interest to provide incentive to correct 

blighted conditions that make the land undesirable in the open market and the governmental subdivision has 

documented specific plans for correcting the blighted conditions.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion 

to approve County Resolution 10-20-2016-1 allowing the sale of parcel 28-3337000 to the City of Halstad for 

$500.00 in order to remove blight from their community.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

on roll call vote all voted in favor and the resolution passed unanimously.  The resolution is on file in the Norman 

County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   



The board took a short break to prepare for the tax forfeit sale.   

At 10:00 a.m. the tax forfeit sale was begun with Auditor-Treasurer Hanson addressing the assemblage 

regarding how the sale would be conducted and then what steps needed to be taken by those who were the 

high bidders with respect to paying for their purchases and completing information required for completion of 

the land transaction.  Commissioner Jacobson then conducted the bidding process on the 13 parcels offered for 

sale.  A successful sale was held with all but one parcel in the City of Twin Valley being sold at auction.  The 

remaining parcel, 32-8712000, a bare lot, will be available for purchase in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office for the 

established minimum bid of $500.00 until such time as it is either sold or the county holds another tax forfeit 

sale at which time the minimum bid can be adjusted and the property can then be offered for sale at the tax 

forfeit sale.   A record of the tax forfeit sale is available in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, addressed the board at 10:30 a.m. with an update on the 2016 paving 

projects.  She stated that the shouldering was complete and striping should be complete by the end of the week 

and overall she has been very pleased with the work of Knife River Materials on the paving projects.  She stated 

that Lou Tasa, MN Department of Transportation, will be here next week and they will drive all the projects and 

check them over.   

Ms Swenson then updated the board on the road project in the Southwest Industrial Park in Ada, needed to 

allow adequate access for the NOTS Company now occupying the building put up by the Economic Development 

Authority.  The eastern half of the originally proposed road was built through a joint effort between Visser 

Trenching and the Highway Department to complete the loop, giving the NOTS Company a 23 foot wide access 

road.   

Next on Jerilyn’s agenda was further discussion on the northern section of County Road 27, and reassigning that 

portion of CR 27 with a different number to alleviate the issues with 911 addressing, etc.  Ms Swenson 

suggested CR 65 as that was the next available odd number in the system and the consensus of the board was to 

proceed with renaming the road County Road 65.   

Jerilyn also stated that she would like to set up a building committee meeting to go over the results from the soil 

borings that were taken to determine whether the area east of the Highway Dept building would be suitable for 

building a new equipment storage building, and to discuss plans for this building.  A meeting was set for Friday, 

October 21st, at 1 pm at the Highway Dept.   

Ms Swenson also talked about establishing a priority level list for placing stop bars/rumble strips at paved road 

intersections.  She is looking into accomplishing some of this yet this fall.  County commissioners felt this was a 

good idea and asked her to proceed.   

James Brue, Attorney, was in to discuss legal matters and brought before the board an updated Data Practices 

Policy for approval.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the updated policy, Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and upon vote, was approved unanimously.   

Mr. Brue also updated the board on the Hendrum Police Contract status.  He stated that after speaking with the 

attorney for the City of Hendrum and working out a few details, he feels it is ready to be brought to the 

Hendrum Council for approval.   

Chairman Jacobson brought discussion forward regarding budget requests for additional employees and 

suggested committees to visit with department heads as far as additional employees requested.  After 

discussion, the commissioners felt this discussion should be brought before the full board and asked the 

Auditor/Treasurer to set times for those departments involved to meet with the board during the next regularly 

scheduled board meeting, November 10th, to discuss their request.     

The bills were reviewed and Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the payment of the 

following bills:     

Revenue - $44,256.72  Building - $3,341.60  Public Health - $5,286.15 

County Homes - $711.80 Road & Bridge - $17,349.79        Total - $70,946.06 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the County Board of Commissioners meeting at 11:22 a.m.  

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


